Jason J. Tomaric, director/cinematographer

[image: image1]
530 E. Santa Anita, Ave. #202; Burbank, CA 91501

818-845-3485 (office) • 818-429-4085 (cell)
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Formal Education

1996
Ohio University, Honors Tutorial Program, full scholarship


Bachelor of Fine Arts, Summa Cum Laude

1995
University of Akron, Honors Program

1994
Chardon High School, graduated with top honors

Professional Experience

1994-present   President, Quantus Pictures, Inc., full service digital production studio specializing in production of high-concept narrative films and television commercials. In addition, produced premieres of films for thousands of audience members through strong media presentations and appearances.

Writer/Director, “A world without US” feature length documentary currently in production debating the US involvement in the world today.

Writer/Director, “Dark Legion,” feature length motion picture, in development, 20th Century Fox

Writer/Director, “The Monastery,” Stephen J. Cannell Productions, feature, in development

Writer, Director, Producer, “cl.one” 112-minute science fiction film, winner three Telly Awards (Best Motion Picture, Best Cinematography and Best Visual Effects), winner of the prestigious Golden CINE Award and Special Jury Prize for best narrative (national competition), presented at Sundance Film Festival by Sony for remarkable achievement in digital filmmaking, premiered at South By Southwest Film Festival, 2005.

“cl.one” is the story of a post-nuclear society on the brink of extinction struggling to clone humans that can survive the radiation.  Searching for the one person whose genetic structure will bring life to the clones, Derek Strombourg, chancellor of New Athens, struggles against his own government and the sub-terrainian rebellion to save civilization.

“cl.one,” Tomaric’s first feature film, garnered him national recognition for what has been hailed by critics as “one of the most ambitious independent films ever made.”  Produced with over 3,000 extras, 650 visual effect shots, and filmed at over 75 locations including NASA, nuclear power plants, cathedrals and underground tunnels,  Tomaric’s visually stunning low-budget saga earned him numerous national awards and a spot at the Sundance Film Festival’s Digital Exhibition with Sony. 
Writer, Director, Producer, “Time and Again,” 62-minute narrative 1950’s period film. Winner 2003 Telly Awards (Best Director, Best Cinematography and Best Motion Picture).
 “Time and Again” is the story of Bobby Jones, a convicted murderer, who has been sentenced to 30 years in prison for a crime he doesn’t remember committing.  Bent on finding the real killer, he escapes from prison only to be thrown back in time to July 14, 1958... the day of the murder.  With only six hours to work, he must reconstruct a forgotten past to save himself, prove his innocence and exonerate his name... until he meets the sexy diner waitress, Awanda. It is only then that his true priorities are tested.
For his second film, Tomaric shut down entire town squares, state prisons and utilized over 75 vintage cars and hundreds of extras to craft an exquisite character story set in a small town in 1958.

Writer, Director, Producer,  “How To Make A Hollywood Caliber Movie On A Budget Of Next To Nothing,” 5-hour instructional documentary for first-time filmmakers. Commercially available.

Documenting the production of “Time and Again,” and interviewing dozens of cast and crew members, mayors and police chiefs, “Action...” demonstrates to the new filmmaker how to produce top-quality movies on minimal budgets.

Writer, Director, Producer, “The Producer’s Notebook,” an interactive CD-ROM with complete production forms, contracts, camera logs, rough footage for editing exercises and industry resource guides. Commercially available.

Writer, Director, Producer, “The Overcoat,” 20-minute dark comedy

A mysterious overcoat murders the very people who wear it, by magnifying the evil desires of the heart as it searches for one righteous person.
Writer, Director, Producer, “The Race,” short narrative film for McDonald’s, winner 2002 Telly Award for directing
Writer, Director, Producer, “Let’s Talk About...,” documentary on inner-city children’s’ programs, winner 2002 Telly Award for directing
Writer, Director, Producer, “Dancing Wheels,” :30 spot for wheelchair ballet, winner 2001 Telly Award
Writer, Director, Producer, Life Skills Center :60 national spot, winner 2003 Telly Award for directing and cinematography
Writer, Director, Producer of dozens of national and regional award-winning television commercials and films for clients such as Microsoft (winner 2002 Telly Award for direction), Warner Brothers, RCA Records, and Hitachi Medical Systems, winner of three 2003 Telly Awards for directing and cinematography

Writer, Director, Producer, “Browner & Henderson, LLC” regional :60 spots, winner 2003 Telly Award, Best Director

Director, Director of Photography, “Hope Academies” :60 national commercial, 2004 Emmy Award Winner (Best Director/Best Cinematography), winner 2004 Telly Award

Director of Photography, “Happy Birthday Little Gracie,” 25-minute short fiilm
Director of Photography, “Without Warning,” 35-minute narrative

Director of Photography, Paul Mitchell Systems :30 spot

Director of Photography, “The Unseelie Court,” 33-minute narrative, nominated for Ohio Independent Film Festival Innovation Award
Segment Producer, WVIZ Applause, a weekly arts program

Freelance Cinematographer for various Cleveland studios

2003-2005 Instructor, UCLA, taught directing, producing and visual effects

2004-2005  Instructor, New York Film Academy, Universal Studios, taught students directing, producing, digital and film cinematography and editing.

1997-2003  Instructor, Ohio Center for Broadcasting, taught students all aspects of television and film production with special emphasis on television commercials, music videos and short film formats.  Consistently ranked the number one instructor by staff and students.
1998-present Guest Lecturer at various Universities and High Schools including: UCLA, Kent State University, Cleveland State University, John Carroll University, Tri-C College, Auburn Career Center, Perry High School, Chardon High School, West Geauga High School, Newbury High School and many others.
1998-2002, Instructor, Cleveland Film Society: Created curriculum and taught a variety of 3-day to eight week long hands-on workshops from directing and producing to editing and sound design to creation of visual effects.  Only instructor to sellout every class within days of opening enrollment.

2000 Director, Digital Cinema Expo, a digital filmmaking conference held in conjunction with the Cleveland Film Society for midwest filmmakers.  This year’s conference enjoyed record-breaking attendance due to a reorganization and a varied marketing approach. Organized and supervised dozens of international panelists.

1998-2002 Featured Speaker, Midwest Independent Filmmakers Conference, digital filmmaking techniques, directing and cinematography. 

1995-2000  Artist in Residence at various Northeast Ohio elementary schools, taught grades K-6 hands-on film production.

Awards and Honors

- Recipient of sixteen Emmy, Telly and CINE Awards for Best Director and Best Cinematographer including the Best Motion Picture Telly Award in the 25 year competition

- Recipient, 2001 North Coast Central Casting-Best Director Award

- Ohio University Honors Tutorial Program

- University of Akron Honors Program

- Phi Beta Kappa Award

- Tandy Technology Award

- Robert Best Scholarship

- Robert Schmidt Excellence in Broadcasting Scholarship

- University of Akron President’s Scholarship

- Ohio University Honors Scholarship

- Ohio University Dean’s Scholarship

- National Federation of Advertisers Scholarship

- United Way Excellence Award

Organizations

- Pianist, St. Finbar Church, Burbank, CA

- Pianist and vocalist, “Gift of Song,” contemporary quintet- 15 years

- Choir director, 60-voice traditional choir, St. Mary’s Church- 6 years

- BNI, Business Networking International, Cleveland Chapter

Jason J. Tomaric
Courses & Workshops Taught
UCLA
Producing a Hollywood-caliber feature on a micro- budget that is both bankable and reflects the filmmaker's vision is a challenging task. This course examines the production process from development to post-production and through lectures, discussion, film clips, and case studies. Topics include - development: selecting or writing a compelling story; casting: advertising, working with casting agencies, and holding auditions; location scouting and management; selecting crew and equipment; production design: identifying and securing props and wardrobe and creating the look of the film; directing: communicating with actors, eliciting good performances, and directing a crew and the camera; cinematography: crafting a film-like image when shooting video; editing: selecting the right editing equipment and the aesthetics of editing, story pacing, and timing; creating eye-catching visual effects on no budget; sound design: mixing and editing the audio for the film; music: finding and working with a composer; and distribution, premieres, and film festivals. Fulfills Producing/Business requirement in the Certificate Program in Film, Television, and Digital Entertainment Media. 

Advanced Compositing with Adobe After Effects covers compositing and motion graphics techniques for motion picture and television production.

Producing a Digital Short Film Though the digital alternative has become notorious among filmmakers for its low cost, the economics of shooting a digital video (DV) film often leads filmmakers to shoot first and conceptualize or create after. The objective of this course is to define possibilities and potentials in storytelling via digital technology and to create an alternative filmmaking style that is unique to the format. Case studies of various movie industry professionals are reviewed. Each participant submits a proposal for a five-minutes-or-less short digital movie. The proposals are analyzed, critiqued, and developed in class and students are given an opportunity to shoot, edit, and produce their projects. Topics covered include creating a story for DV vs. 35mm, developing a screenplay for DV vs. 35mm, directing and cinematography for DV, and post production. The course includes a limited hands-on editing session using the Final Cut Pro software. The completed shorts are reviewed and screened at the final class.

New York Film Academy, Universal Studios
Digital Cinematography – Jason works with students in an extensive 5-week, hands-on course, teaching them current digital cinematic techniques that culminate in the production of four student films.

Editing – Working from the beginning, students learn how to use Apple Final Cut Pro as well as basic and advanced editing concepts that are applied to their own productions.

Directing for Actors – Acting students learn appropriate set etiquette, what a director wants, how to deliver, the production process and what is expected from actors, both on and off screen.

Cleveland Film Society
The Art of Foley - In this comprehensive three-day hands-on workshop, Jason taught students the history of foley and all the essential tools and techniques to raise the quality of sound in their productions. They foleyed and mixed all the audio for several sample scenes using ProTools and Digital Performer to record sounds made by everyday objects.

Making the Movie - Spanning eight weeks, Jason worked with students in this intensive total-immersion workshop to provide a comprehensive and detailed understanding of the production of a film from script development to post-production.  Students wrote a three-page script, held auditions, scouted locations, prepared wardrobe and props, shot and posted a three-minute film.

Directing 101 - Jason taught the students various directing methods for film and commercial productions.  Providing a detailed examination and study of the art of directing actors, the camera and the crew throughout pre-production, production and post production, this four week seminar also allowed students the opportunity to work with local actors in a production environment.

The Digital in Digital Filmmaking - This hands-on six-week course allowed students the opportunity to learn the art of digital cinematography with Jason’s own 1-ton grip truck.  Jason introduced industry standard grip and lighting equipment, taught the fundamentals of lighting, exposure, contrast ratios, shooting interiors and exteriors, day-for-night and night-for-day, properties and functions of the lens and the inner-workings of the digital camera.

Tri-C College
Sound Design and Foley - This workshop focused on the importance and creation of sound design in commercial film projects.  Students learned various sound recording and mixing techniques, the emotional impact of sound, and how to prepare audio in commercial applications.

Making a Hollywood Quality Movie Out Of Your Basement - Epic battles! Casts of hundreds! Awesome digital effects? All this coming from a big Hollywood Studio, right?  No! All this coming out of your basement!  Learn how to produce a Hollywood-caliber movie by using local resources, talent and facilities.  This class will give you the essential tools to find actors, hold auditions, borrow equipment, secure locations, run a set and tackle editing, sound and visual effects needs… all from home and all for cheap!

Directing for Film-Learn basic and advanced directing techniques for working with casts and crews in motion pictures, television commercials and music videos. This class focuses on the technical role of the director from pre-production through post-production, as well as the artistic role of working with actors, translating the creative vision to the screen, communicating with the crew, and effectively telling your story through the medium of film.
Cinematography for Film-This hands-on, two-day workshop will demystify the art of lighting and cinematography, teaching you how to create the spectacular cinematic images as seen only in Hollywood films! On day one, learn what the lens REALLY does and how it is your single most powerful tool to create a film-like image. Learn specific techniques for camera placement and composition, using white balance, focus and gain to achieve professional results. Learn how to create and control the depth-of-field and add depth or flatten the image, speed time, accentuate movement, and much more! Day two will focus on basic and advanced lighting techniques.  After an introduction to the equipment, learn powerful techniques such as three-point lighting, exposure, creating night scenes, work with gels and diffusion, work with volumetric lighting, and much more!

Creating Visual Effects for Movies-You may not have heard of it, but you have seen its powerful capabilities in hundreds of movies, commercials and music videos.  Now it’s time to harness the power of Adobe After Effects for your production!  Learn basic and advanced compositing, chromakey, 3D, and rotoscoping techniques with one of the industry’s leading software packages!

Additional Workshops
Kent State University - Jason worked with mass media students, introducing the art of directing feature and commercial film projects. Students have the opportunity to screen Jason’s work and learn introductory directing techniques.

Cleveland State University - Jason worked with communication students on writing, producing and directing their own independent films.  Covering pre-production through post-production, Jason’s lectures inspired many students to intern with him on several future projects.

John Carroll University - Jason worked with students in screenwriting classes on writing techniques and how to translate the script to the screen.  

Tri-C College - Assisting renowned expert grip Mike Uva, Jason worked with students in this basic and advanced grip and rigging class.  From c-stands to car mounts, Jason’s expertise provided students with one-on-one attention.

Elementary Schools - For four years, Jason taught two-week workshops in numerous elementary schools working with students in grades K-6 on how to make movies!  From stage plays for the younger students to claymation and basic animation for the older kids, Jason’s programs were a hit, booked years in advance!

High Schools - Jason taught filmmaking and directing workshops in numerous high schools across the midwest, exposing students to industry opportunities in film and television. Jason has also been invited as a feature guest speaker at dozens of job fairs.

The Ohio Center For Broadcasting
Jason taught single and multi-camera style production for five years, with emphasis on television commercial and music video production, cinematography, directing, writing and producing.  Jason has supervised hundreds of student projects, working with students in the classroom then guiding them on-location. Hundreds of Jason’s students have gone on to lucrative careers in the television and film industries.

Digital Cinema Expo
Director, 2001 Digital Cinema Expo - Coordinated and produced digital conference for 200+ attendees, scheduled speakers, panelists, new equipment and technologies presentations by major manufacturers

The Making of “One” - Jason led a two-hour discussion with the crew of “One” for an audience intent on learning the secrets behind the backyard epic, “One.”

Editing Techniques - Jason led a demonstration with Adobe Premiere and Apple Final Cut Pro’s ability to provide various tools for the editor.

Midwest independent Filmmakers Conference
The New Digital Medium - Jason sat on this two-member board with Sony to discuss the future of digital production and its impact on filmmakers

Advanced 2-D Compositing Techniques - Jason led a panel discussion and demonstration on advanced digital compositing techniques for film with Adobe After Effects software.

Shooting Digitally -Jason introduces new digital film-look techniques for the digital filmmaker in this informative workshop.

Locations, Locations, Locations - Jason and other well-respected filmmakers addressed the importance of properly scouting, securing, managing, shooting and troubleshooting a location.

Filmmaking for the Low Budget Filmmaker - Jason sat on a panel discussing various techniques and approaches for the low budget first-time filmmaker.

Internships
As an accomplished film and commercial director, Jason has become well known for the internship opportunities he provides his students on his sets.  Students have enjoyed extensive hands-on and total immersion training on commercial productions for such clients as McDonald’s, Microsoft and Hitachi as well as several feature film productions. Jason’s productions have gone on to enjoy national recognition and win numerous industry awards.










